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Some  NEW  YEAR  Thoughts 


President  O.  Layton  Alldredge  —  Mission  President 


ONE  of  the  wise  men  of  the 
Church  has  said,  "Nothing 
constructive  just  happens."1  How 
many  of  us,  however,  carry  on  as 
though  just  the  opposite  were  true? 
No  plans,  no  special  preparations; 
just  sort  of  drift  along  from  day 
to  day  hardly  noticing  life  un- 
raveling   before   us. 

Without  sights  a  hunter's  rifle  is 
useless.  Without  goals  we  stand 
every  chance  to  come  wide  of  the 
mark.  Without  dreams  we  are  worse 
than  a  dreamer,  for  a  dreamer  at 
least  builds  his  castles  in  fancy, 
while  he  who  dreams  not  at  all  can 
hardly  be  persuaded  such  things  as 
castles  exist. 

What  power  can  be  unloosed 
when  a  dreamer  begins  to  lay  plans 
to  make  his  dreams  come  true. 
Anything  we  dream  and  have  the 
faith  to  turn  into  concrete  plans, 
we  may  have.  Doesn't  the  saying 
of  the  Saviour  mean  this  as  well? 
"As  a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart, 
so  is  he." 

What  a  splendid  time  of  the  year 
to  take  inventory  of  ourselves  and 
decide  what  we  want  from  life.  To 
list  failings  to  be  overcome,  and 
goals  to  be  achieved.  Specific  goals 
—  goals  to  make  our  own  now  -- 
right  now  during   1964. 

To  list  them  is  to  put  sights,  as 
it  were,  on  ourselves.  We  point  our- 
selves in  the  right  direction.  This 
coupled  with  a  little  staying  power 
will  carry  us  to  where  we  want  to 
be. 

Are  your  family  finances  in  bad 
shape;  is  your  daily  work  reward- 
ing; are  you  living  as  it  were  in  an 
intellectual  vacuum;  what  of  your 
spiritual  progress?  Put  every  one 
on  your  list  and  every  other  secret 
dream  you  may  have. 

If  your  finances  need  attention 
you  will  never  cure  them  by  hoping 
the  trouble  will  go  away  like  a  bad 
dream  by  simply  putting  them  out 
of  your  mind;  but  keep  them  there 
until  you  have  worked  out  a  plan 


that  will  cure  them  in  a  reasonable 
time  —  say  1964.  What  a  difference 
it  would  make  if  every  family  re- 
solved to  live  one  month  behind 
their  income  instead  of  one  month 
ahead.  The  reward  in  peace  of  mind 
alone  is  worth  the  effort.  But  here 
again  we  should  remember: 
"nothing  constructive  just  hap- 
pens."2 

I  heard  a  story  of  the  Second 
World  War.  It  is  told  by  an  army 
doctor.  It  appears  the  doctor  was 
working  in  a  medical  centre  just 
behind  the  lines  to  which  the 
mounting  casualties  were  being 
brought  as  the  battle  progressed. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  doctor, 
because  of  the  pressure  of  their 
meagre  facilities,  to  walk  among 
the  wounded  lying  on  the  ground 
awaiting  medical  attention  and 
select  only  those  who  had  a  chance 
to  live  if  given  prompt  attention. 
The  lesser  wounded,  or  the  hope- 
less, were  left  until  there  was  time 
to  attend  them. 

In  going  among  the  wounded  he 
stepped  over  one  young  soldier  boy 
who  to  his  trained  medical  eye  was 
so  badly  shot  to  pieces  he  didn't 
have  a  chance  to  live.  Each  time 
the  doctor  stepped  over  him  he 
noticed  the  young  soldier  trying  to 
speak  to  him.  Finally  in  an  act  of 
compassion  he  leaned  over  so  he 
could  catch  what  he  was  trying  to 
say. 

In  pain-wracked  whispers  he 
heard  the  soldier  say,  "My  wallet, 
Doctor." 

Thinking  how  odd  it  was  for  a 
dying  boy  to  be  worried  about  his 
wallet,  then  thinking  perhaps  he 
may  have  a  picture  of  his  mother 
or  sweetheart  that  he  wanted  to  see 
for  the  last  time,  the  doctor  slipped 
his  hand  gently  under  him  and 
pulled  his  wallet  out  of  his  pocket. 

"Inside  of  the  wallet,  Doctor," 
the  voice  whispered. 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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CHURCH  NEWS  FROM  AROUND  THE  WORLD 

PRESIDENT   LEVI   EDGAR   YODNG   PASSES 

T^UNERAL  services  were  held  Monday,  December  16.  on  Temple  Square 
■■  for  President  Levi  Edgar  Young.  89,  senior  president  of  the  First 
Council  of  the  Seventy. 

The  beloved,  scholarly  Church  official  died  at  the  I..D.S.  Hospital  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  In  poor  health  for  the  past  several  years.  President  Young 
was  admitted  to  the  hospital  a  week  prior  to  his  passing. 

Elder  Young  was  born  on  February  2,  1874  in  Salt  Lake  City.  He 
married  Valeria  Briton  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  They  have  three  daughters. 
Harriet,  Jane,  and  Eleanor. 

He  has  served  at  various  tinus  as  a  missionary  in  Germany,  and  as 
president  of  the  Swiss-Austrian  and  the  New  England  Missions  of  the 
Church.  For  several  years  he  was  Director  of  Temple  Square  in  Salt  Lake 
City. 

He  is  a  widely-recognized  authority  on  western  history,  having  served 
as  head  of  the  Department  of  Western  History  and  the  Department  of 
History  and  Political  Science  at  the  University  of  Utah,  as  president  of 
the  Utah  Historical  Society,  and  as  chairman  of  the  western  divisions  of 
the  American  Society  of  History  and  Political  Science.  He  is  the  author  of 
numerous  writings  on  Western  Americana. 


DURBAN  AND   RAMAH  BRANCH  PRESIDENCIES  REORGANISED 


Pic tmed  is  the  new 
Durban   Branch 
Presidency    from    left    to 
right:     Brother     W .     D. 
Nel  Clerk;  President 
W.  P.  Randall.  Branch 
President;  Brother  Ditane 
Jakins.  1st  Counsellor; 
and  Brother  George 
Done,  2nd  Counsellor. 


Pictured  is  the  new 
Ramah  Branch 
Presidency  front  left  to 
rit; lit :   Brother  VYilford 
S.  Wrench,  \st 
Counsellor;  Pi  esident 
James  T.  Matheson, 
Branch  President;  and 
Brother  Derek  C. 
Benington,  2nd 
Counsellor.  Clerks  not 
pictured  are  Brother 
James  P.  van  /yl  and 
Brother  John  1 .  l'aute. 
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RAMAH 

RELIEF    SOCIETY 

BAZAAR 


The  Ramah  Branch  held  their  Relief  Society  Bazaar  November  9, 
1963.  These  sisters  assisted  in  decorating  and  conducting  the  stalls  under  the 
direction  of  Sister  Catherine  Purchase  who  is  the  Work  Activity  Counsellor 
of  Ramah  Branch.  Sister  Purchase  is  on  the  extreme  left. 


PRIMARY  AWARD   PINS  RECEIVED 

Award  pins  for  five  years  continuous  service  in  the  Primary  were 
presented  to  two  sisters  of  the  Transvaal  District  in  the  Transvaal  District 
Conference.  The  sisters  were:  Sister  Adelaide  V.  Charlton  from  the  East 
Rand  Branch  and  S'ster  Norma  Hulbert  of  the  Springs  Branch. 


:  % M  Jm& 

Sister  Adelaide  V.  Charlton 


Sister    Norma    Hulbert 
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R  EC  RE  A  TION 


IF  we  examine  our  activities 
during  the  day  and  the  time 
spent  in  each  one,  we  would  find 
that  on  the  average  we  have  four 
or  five  hours  which  are  completely 
at  our  disposal  to  do  with  as  we 
please.  Consequently,  recreation 
and  diversionary  activities  have 
taken  a  major  role  in  our  lives. 
This  leisure  time  and  the  activities 
which  we  participate  in  during  It 
can  either  be  of  a  character-building 
nature  and  revitalizing  to  the  soul, 
or  they  can  be  degrading  and 
stifling  to  the  spirit.  The  choice  of 
proper  recreational  activities  that 
we  participate  in,  then,  is  of  great 
importance. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Church 
we  find  the  saints  participating  ex- 
tensively in  helpful  recreational 
activities.  The  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  who,  it  has  been  said,  was 
ahead  of  his  time  in  promoting 
community  recreation,  encouraged 
such  activities  among  the  member- 
ship as  dancing,  music,  drama  and 
other  uplifting  activities.  This  prac- 
tice followed  the  Church  to  the 
West  and  matured  with  it  until 
today  the  Church  has  the  best 
facilities  in  the  world  for  allowing 
its  members  to  partake  of  good 
wholesome    activities. 

Everyone  needs  to  have  a  change 
of  activity  to  discharge  the  excess 
energy  that  builds  up  in  the  system 
during  prolonged  activities  in  one 
direction.  As  a  result  of  the  change 
and  different  activity,  we  are  re- 
juvenated and  more  capable  of 
doing  our  regular  activities. 

Recreation  can  be  classified  into 
two  main  groups:  the  type  that  we 
actually  engage  in  and  the  type  that 
we  simply  observe.  Although  both 
of  these  forms  are  all  right,  most 
of  us  seem  to  have  a  lazy  nature 
about  us  and  do  not  participate  as 


much  as  we  should.  Watching 
people  dance  is  certainly  all  right, 
but  actually  dancing  and  becoming 
acquainted  with  your  partner  is 
much  better.  When  we  put  our- 
selves into  action,  we  bring  about 
a  personal  satisfaction,  whereas,  if 
we  only  watch,  the  satisfaction  is 
only  in  the  mind,  and  when  that 
impression  leaves,  we  are  just  as 
"flat"  as  we  were  before  the  ex- 
perience. 

What  kinds  of  activities  should 
we  look  for?  The  first  rule  in 
choosing  something  that  is  really 
enjoyable  is  to  see  that  it  is  in 
keeping  with  Church  standards, 
and  this  allows  nearly  every  type 
of  sport  or  recreation.  We  must  be 
careful  not  to  abuse  a  good  thing 
however,  but  use  it  properly.  Such 
activities  as  dancing  can  be  beauti- 
ful and  enjoyable,  but  if  abused, 
they  can  become  vulgar  and  de- 
grading. So  along  with  choosing  an 
activity  with  Church  standards,  it 
is  wise  to  keep  it  that  way. 

Where  can  we  find  proper  activi- 
ties? The  two  best  sources  of  good 
entertainment  are  the  home  and 
Church.  Where  else  could  we  hope 
to  find  wholesome  and  enjoyable 
forms  of  recreation  that  are  of 
lasting  worth?  The  person  that  feels 
that  he  must  visit  questionable 
places  for  his  entertainment  is  not 
on  the  right  track,  and  may  bring 
disaster  to  himself.  Wise  is  the  man 
who  associates  with  other  men  of 
the  calibre  which  he  himself  would 
like  to  attain. 

The  leisure  time  that  we  have  in 
each  day  can  become  a  valuable 
gem  if  we  employ  it  wisely  and 
follow  the  council  of  our  own  con- 
sciences in  its  use.  and  it  is  my 
prayer  that  we  will  do  that,  re- 
membering that  "men  are  that  they 
might   have  joy."  DHL 
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THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  THE 
SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION 


TN  the  year  of  1853  just  about 
-*-  the  time  that  Britain  granted 
Cape  Colony  representative  govern- 
ment, and  Dutch  trekkers  in  the 
Orange  Free  State  and  across  the 
Vaal  officially  formed  their  indepen- 
dent republics  .  .  .  just  as  the 
rugged  colonists  had  ended  their 
eighth  war  with  the  Xhosa  tribes 
.  three  young  Americans  landed 
in  Cape  Town  from  a  small  ship. 
So  insignificant  was  their  arrival 
that  it  was  four  days  before  one 
kindly  colonist  finally  offered  them 
a  meal. 

Before  the  month  was  over, 
however,  almost  everyone  in  Cape 
Town  knew  about  the  three  young 
Americans.  They  were  "Mormon" 
missionaries  .  .  .  the  first  to  come 
to  southern  Africa.  They  were 
ministers  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  bearing 
the  message  of  the  restoration  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Their 
names  were  Elder  Jesse  Haven, 
Elder  Leonard  I.  Smith,  and  Elder 
William   H.   Walker. 

As  soon  as  they  arrived  the 
young  missionaries  sought  permis- 
sion to  use  the  Town  Hall  for 
meetings.  It  was  granted  to  them, 
on  the  condition  that  they  would 
pay  for  lighting.  Arrangements 
were  made,  and  meetings  were 
advertised  to  run  for  six  consecutive 
nights  beginning  April  25. 

Elder  Haven  opened  the  first 
meeting  with  an  address  on  the  first 
principles  of  the  gospel.  He  was 
followed  by  Elder  Leonard  I.  Smith 
who  bore  strong  testimony  of  the 
divine  mission  of  Joseph  Smith. 
The  words  of  the  elders  so  excited 
some  of  the  listeners  that  the  meet- 
ing ended  in  noisy  confusion. 

The  next  evening  the  missionaries 
found  the  City  Hall  closed  against 
them.  During  the  following  weeks 
other  halls  were  used,  but  mobbers 


and  hecklers  interrupted  so  often 
that  it  was  impossible  to  preach. 
Echoing  the  feeling,  local  ministers 
delivered  bitter  lectures  condemning 
the  teaching  of  the  Elders.  Oppo- 
sition was  great,  and,  although 
friends  were  found  who  desired 
baptism,  no  one  had  courage  to 
take  a  definite  stand. 

Finally,  one  true  friend  was 
found,  Mr.  Nicholas  Paul,  an  in- 
fluential man  who  lived  in  Mow- 
bray. He  permitted  the  missionaries 
to  hold  meetings  at  his  home,  warn- 
ing audiences  that  if  they  did  "not 
wish  to  listen  they  could  leave,  but 
the  first  man  who  offered  an  insult 
on  his  premises  would  be  in  danger 
of  'having  more  holes  made  through 
him  than  a  skimmer.'  " 

For  many  weeks  work  was  fruit- 
less. On  May  23,  the  three  mis- 
sionaries, amongst  themselves, 
formed  the  first  branch  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  in  South  Africa.  It  was 
more  than  three  weeks  later  that 
Henry  Stringer  of  Mowbray  was 
baptized  by  Elder  Smith.  He  was 
the  first  person  in  southern  Africa 
to  accept  the  restored  gospel. 

A  few  days  later,  on  June  23, 
Elder  Walker  baptized  Mr.  Nicholas 
Paul,  their  valiant  friend.  His  wife 
and  several  others  were  baptized 
the  next  day. 

After  six  month  of  heavy  work 
the  missionaries  counted  45  new 
converts,  organised  into  two 
branches.  Books  and  tracts  were 
shipped  from  England  and  the 
work  of  the  Lord  began  to  flourish. 

One  of  the  most  successful  com- 
munities for  the  missionaries  was 
in  Port  Elizabeth.  Elder  Smith 
began  the  work  there.  At  first  the 
members  were  so  scattered  that  il 
was  impossible  to  form  a  branch; 
but  the  membership  continued  :o 
grow  and  in  a  short  period  several 
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branches  were  formed.  At  a  con- 
ference held  in  Port  Elizabeth  on 
August  13,  1855,  the  Church  in 
southern  Africa  consisted  of  three 
conferences,  6  branches  and  a  total 
membership  of  126. 

One  of  the  early  converts  in  Port 
Elizabeth,  George  F.  Kershaw, 
wrote  a  letter  about  this  time  to 
missionaries  in  England,  requesting 
them  to  contact  his  father.  He  des- 
cribed the  local  situation  in  these 
words: 

"The  work  of  the  Lord  is  going 
ahead  in  this  district.  We  have  here 
10  baptised  members  and  many 
more  are  investigating  the  truth,  so 
much  so,  in  all  probabality,  our 
numbers  will  increase  two-fold. 
Many  of  the  Dutch  farmers  are 
investigating  the  truths.  They  are 
greatly  scared  by  reason  of  the 
plague  which  is  raging  among  their 
cattle,  also  the  early  appearance  of 
the  Locust  which  has  destroyed  the 
crops  in  the  upper  district,  likewise 
the  probable  outbreak  of  the 
Kaffirs  next  Christmas.  Surely  the 
hand  of  the  Lprd  is  on  this  land. 
Elder  L.  Smith,  whose  labours  and 
journeyings  among  them  are  un- 
remitting, is  generally  very  well  re- 
ceived both  by  the  Dutch  and 
English.  He  preaches  the  Gospel 
as  the  only  antidote  for  all  their 
woes.  The  Lord  is  backing  up  the 
Message  of  His  servants  with  un- 
mistakeable  argument. 

"At  Uitenhage,  about  20  miles 
from  here,  Brother  Henry  Smith 
has  held  many  interesting  meetings. 
Of  course,  the  accompanying  per- 
secutions have  followed.  One  even- 
ing he  had  many  of  the  head  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen  of  the  place  when 
a  fellow  broke  a  bottle  of  asafoitida 
in  the  room  which  caused  such 
fumigation  as  to  break  up  the 
meeting.  At  another  itme  a  volley 
of  rotten  eggs  and  turnips  was 
hurled,  but  the  Devil  reckoned 
without  his  hosts  to  think  that  by 


such  means  he  could  put  a  stop  to 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  On  our 
second  meeting  in  this  place  I  had 
my  windows  broken  by  a  volley  of 
potatoes.  We  had  a  mob  of  about 
30  to  40  men  and  boys  who  amused 
themselves  for  about  2  hours,  but 
it  was  no  go." 

This  Elder  Kershaw  was  called 
to  go  on  a  mission  to  the  Isle  of 
Mauritius,  a  French  colony  along 
the  east  coast  of  Africa.  He  was 
successful  in  converting  all  but  one 
of  the  crew  on  the  boat  that  took 
him  there,  and  he  organized  a  small 
branch  in  Port  Louis,  principal 
city  of  the  island. 

With  the  message  of  the  gospel 
came  the  spirit  of  gathering.  Most 
of  the  new  saints  had  strong  desires 
to  join  with  the  stakes  of  Zion  in 
the  flourishing  valleys  of  Utah.  The 
seed  of  persecution  had  been  widely 
scattered,  though,  and  ship  owners 
joined  together  in  a  refusal  to 
carry  "Mormon"  emigrants.  But  the 
zeal  of  the  new  saints  could  not  be 
supressed.  A  convert  from  Beaufort, 
Brother  Charles  Roper,  travelled  to 
Port  Elizabeth.  He  was  quite  well- 
to-do,  and  when  he  could  not 
obtain  passage  to  America,  he  de- 
cided to  buy  a  ship  of  his  own. 
With  the  help  of  one  of  the  local 
brethren  in  Port  Elizabeth  a  £1,500 
down  payment  was  made  on  the 
"Unity,"  a  200  ton  sailing  vessel. 
The  balance  of  the  payment  was  to 
be  paid  on  arrival  in  London.  It 
sailed  on  November,  1855,  with  two 
missionaries    and    fifteen   emigrants. 

The  history  of  the  South  African 
Mission  from  this  time  has  been 
one  of  growth  and  development, 
and  the  work  of  the  Lord  continues 
to  grow  in  the  land.  Each  small 
step,  each  mission  president,  each 
missionary  and  each  convert  has 
helped  in  the  growth.  The  record 
of  that  growth  is  a  story  of  faith, 
courage  and  hard  work.  It  is  a 
challenge  to  be  held  in  esteem,  as 
a  pattern  to  guide  the  future  work. 


Seek  to  know  God  in  your  closets,  call  upon  him  in  the  fields.  Follow 
the  directions  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  pray  over  and  for  your  families, 
your  cattle,  your  flocks,  your  herds,  your  corn,  and  all  things  that  you 
possess;  ask  the  blessing  of  God  upon  all  your  labours,  and  everything 
that  you  engage  in.  —  Joseph  Smith 
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EVERY    MEMBER 

...A    MISSIONARY 

President  Walter  P.  Randall  —  Durban  Branch 


DURING  the  war  at  fighter 
aerodromes,  a  portion  of  the 
pilots  were  kept  at  instant  readi- 
ness. This  meant  that  they  were 
already  sitting  in  their  planes; 
strapped  in  and  waiting,  ready  to 
take  off  at  a  moment's  notice.  The 
remainder  were  usually  on  five 
minute  standby  or  at  half  an  hour's 
call.  With  a  combat  squadron  thus 
prepared,  it  was  never  easy  to  catch 
them  napping.  Even  today  in  the 
world  we  have  a  wonderful  youth 
organization,  the  Boy  Scouts, 
whose  motto  is  Be  Prepared.  The 
Lord,  through  a  modern  day 
prophet,  has  urged  that  all  mem- 
bers should  become  active  as  mis- 
sionaries, and  this  will  entail  a 
greater  measure  of  preparedness  on 
our  part  if  we  are  going  to  fulfill 
this  commandment  as  we  should. 
It  will  become  necessary  to  do  more 
than  just  pay  lip  service.  It  will 
require  a  constant  effort  to  increase 
testimonies  by  study,  prayer,  and  a 
conscientious  fulfilling  of  assign- 
ments. 

Just  as  the  pilots  in  the  Battle  of 
Britain  played  a  vital  part  in  the 
cause  of  democracy,  so  do  the  saints 
fulfill  an  immeasurably  greater  role 
in  the  fight  against  Satan  in  these 


latter  days. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  Commen- 
tary, Section  III,  and  gives  some 
idea  of  what  it  takes  to  make  a 
good  missionary.  "A  successful  mis- 
sionary has  the  faculty  of  making 
friends.  He  takes  an  interest  in  all 
that  interests  his  fellowmen,  and 
brings  to  the  society  in  which  he 
moves  the  sweet  influence  of  the 
Gospel,  even  when  he  does  not  say 
a  word  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
Hermits  are  useless  as  missionaries." 

The  Lord  in  Section  49  has 
something  pertinent  to  say  to  those 
who  would  like  to  embark  in  His 
service.  "Behold,  I  say  unto  you, 
go  forth  as  I  have  commanded  you; 
repent  of  all  your  sins;  ask  and  ye 
shall  receive;  knock  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you.  Behold,  I  will  go 
before  you  and  be  your  reward; 
and  I  will  be  in  your  midst,  and 
you  shall  not  be  confounded." 

May  we  in  this  fair  land  of  ours 
strive  harder  to  share  the  Gospel 
with  our  fellowmen,  and  ever  be 
prepared  to  receive  the  promptings 
of  the  Spirit  through  living  in 
obedience  to  the  Lord's  command- 
ments. 


SOME  NEW  YEAR  THOUGHTS  (Continued  from  page  3) 


"Yes,  soldier,  what  can  I  get  out 
of  it  for  you?"  the  doctor  asked. 

"Ten  dollars  in  my  wallet." 

"Yes,  it's  there,"  the  doctor  re- 
plied, at  the  same  time  taking  the 
money  out  of  the  wallet  and  hold- 
ing it  so  the  soldier  could  see  it. 

"The  ten  dollars,"  the  weak  voice 
whispered   again,   "I'll   bet  you  the 


whole  of  it  I  don't  die,  Doctor." 
"And     you     know     what?"     the 

doctor  who   related  the  story  said. 

"He  didn't!" 
Yes,  NEW  YEARS!  what  a  time 

to  take  our  personal  inventory  and 

set  some  goals. 

1  Richard   L.   Evans 

2  Ibid. 
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1962  MISSION  STATISTICS 

1.  Church  Membership  4,377 

2.  Number  of  Districts  4 

3.  Number  of  Branches 18 

4.  Number  of  Aaronic  Priesthood: 

(a)  Under  twenty-one   164 

(b)  Over  twenty-one  219 

5.  Number  of   Melchizedek   Priesthood   229 

6.  Number  who  hold  no  Priesthood: 

(a)  Under  twenty-one  231 

(b)  Over  twenty-one  628 


1963  MISSION  STATISTICS 

1.  Church  Membership  4,748 

2.  Number  of  Districts  4 

3.  Number  of  Branches   ...      19 

4.  Number  of  Aaronic  Priesthood: 

(a)  Under  twenty-one  169 

(b)  Over  twenty-one 231 

5.  Number  of  Melchizedek  Priesthood 261 

6.  Number  who  hold  no  Priesthood: 

(a)  Under  twenty-one  262 

(b)  Over  twenty-one   637 
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7962   Branch.   Statistics 


Bellville   

Bloemfontein 
Bulawayo 
Copperbelt    . . . 

Durban    

East  London 
East  Rand  . . . 
Krugersdorp  ... 

Margate  

Mowbray     ... 
Pietermaritzburg 
Port  Elizabeth 

Pretoria   

Primrose  

Ramah    

Salisbury 

Springs    

Welkom   


E 

UJ 

3 

9 

4 

10 

33 

5 

6 

11 

2 

32 

10 

11 

14 

1 

38 

5 

15 
6 


i 

4 

4 

4 

14 

2 
2 
1 

11 
1 
6 
7 
3 

24 
1 
5 
1 


H 
2 
6 
3 
1 
17 
1 
3 
3 

13 
1 

5 
7 


Q 
9 
7 
6 
7 

16 
7 
9 


14 

2 
7 

8 
3 

37 
7 
2 
3 


■S.D 

38 

s 

50 
49 
34 
54 

122 
36 
83 

122 
5 

159 
19 
90 

107 
54 

352 
37 
87 
25 


u  2 

—    V 

65 
80 
69 
75 

276 
64 

125 

139 
5 

290 
56 

118 

161 
62 

563 
72 

106 
37 


h  a 

5 


130 
155 

120 
151 
279 
115 
228 
255 

12 
520 

89 
237 
304 
123 
1033 
127 
224 

75 


1963   B 

ranc 

h 

Sra 

fzst 

ics 

ae 

09 

e 

»g 

J 

4> 

S 

a,  a> 

—  «* 

W    q^ 

2 

■*£ 

X 

0 

3  "8 

2  -c 

©■S 

09 

U 

u 

^  j> 

h  e 

5 

H 

Q 

S 

fas 

§ 

Bellville      ...       . 

2 

1 

2 

15 

36 

62 

146 

Bloemfontein 

8 

6 

2 

15 

28 

62 

149 

Bulawayo 

4 

5 

2 

5 

25 

47 

123 

Copperbelt    ...    . 

.     11 

5 

3 

12 

23 

67 

156 

Durban    

.     37 

16 

19 

16 

76 

226 

524 

East  London  .... 

5 

3 

1 

7 

30 

63 

134 

East   Rand    ...    . 

6 

2 

3 

10 

51 

96 

220 

Klerksdorp    ...    . 

4 

1 

1 

— 

10 

11 

35 

Mowbray     ... 

.     34 

8 

14 

16 

97 

231 

531 

Pietermar  itzbu  rg 

..    10 

3 

3 

1 

8 

39 

88 

Port   Elizabeth    . 

.     10 

7 

3 

8 

39 

75 

227 

Pretoria    

.     23 

6 

8 

12 

94 

171 

409 

Primrose 

5 

1 

— 

6 

40 

59 

154 

Ramah    

.     46 

20 

11 

35 

230 

452 

1068 

Salisbury 

6 

2 

4 

8 

21 

57 

118 

Springs    

.     19 

3 

7 

10 

62 

80 

258 

Vereeniging  ...   . 

6 

2 

2 

4 

21 

26 

99 
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W I F E  H  O  O  D 

By  Dora  Fripp  —  Bloemfoniein 


"  A  ND  I,  God,  created  man  n 
■**  mine  own  image,  in  the  image 
of  mine  Only  Begotten  created  I 
him;  male  and  female  created  i 
them."  (Moses  2:27).  "And  the 
Lord  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to 
fall  upon  Adam,  and  he  slept:  and 
he  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  closed 
up  the  flesh  instead  thereof;  and 
the  rib,  which  the  Lord  God  had 
taken  from  man,  made  he  a  woman, 
and  brought  her  unto  the  man. 
And  Adam  said,  This  is  now  bone 
of  my  bones,  and  flesh  of  my  flesh  : 
she  shall  be  called  Woman,  because 
she  was  taken  out  of  Man.  There- 
fore shall  man  leave  his  father  and 
his  mother,  and  shall  cleave  unto 
his  wife :  and  they  shall  be  one 
flesh."    (Genesis   2:21-24). 

From  the  beginning,  God's  plan 
was  that  man  and  woman  should 
be  attracted  to  one  another.  He 
created  man  and  woman  and  bade 
them  replenish  the  earth,  and  n 
His  wisdom  and  love,  He  so  orga- 
nized the  nature  of  human  beings 
that  when  they  reach  adulthood 
they  seek  out  a  partner  of  the 
opposite  sex  with  whom  they  fall 
deeply  in  love.  Their  desire  is  then 
to  spend  the  rest  of  their  lives  to- 
gether. In  fact  it  goes  deeper  than 
that.  Throughout  the  ages,  lovers 
have  vowed  that  they  would  love 
each  other  forever.  Just  think  of 
the  great  love  songs  that  have 
been  written.  Such  a  title  as  'TH 
be  loving  you  Always"  comes  to 
mind,  and  the  line  "Through  light 
and  darkness  through  all  time  to 
be"  expresses  the  thought.  It  is 
obvious  that  man  has  a  sort  of 
subconscious  knowledge  that  love 
and  marriage  exist  after  death.  How 
wonderful  it  is  that  this  sub- 
conscious thought  in  the  minds  of 
lovers  and  song  writers  is  a  known 
fact  to  us.  We  know  that,  if  we 
live  worthy  lives  and  have  our 
marriage  sealed  in  a  temple,  we 
can  spend  all  eternity  secure  in  the 
love  of  our  partner  which  we  have 
chosen  here  on  earth;  having  ever- 
lasting  joy   in   the   presence  of  our 


Father  in  Heaven. 

Having  chosen  a  partner  and 
having  entered  into  the  state  known 
as  Holy  Matrimony,  every  woman 
embarks  on  the  most  wonderful 
but  most  exacting  experience  of 
her  life.  From  now  on  she  has  to 
be  not  only  a  wife;  she  must  still 
be  her  husband's  sweetheart,  friend, 
adviser,  comforter,  and  companion. 
She  has  to  help,  guide,  cherish, 
mother,  admonish  and  above  all, 
love  the  man  she  has  chosen  to 
spend  this  earthly  life  and  all  eter- 
nity with.  At  all  times  she  must 
respect  her  husband,  honour  his 
Priesthood,  and  be  faithful  and 
loyal  to  him  in  thought,  word  and 
deed.  This  sounds  like  a  large  task, 
but  if  a  man  and  wife  truly  become 
of  one  flesh,  all  these  things  come 
as  natural  as  breathing,  eating  and 
sleeping.  Of  course,  times  come 
when  man  and  wife  have  differences 
of  opinion  which  can  flare  up  into 
unpleasantness  unless  both  parties 
are  prepared  to  meet  each  other  at 
least  half  way.  The  wife  is  the  one 
who  should  be  the  first  to  try  to 
heal  the  breach  because  she  has  a 
softer  nature.  God  has  given  woman 
a  gift  of  resilience,  an  ability  to 
come  back  and  take  more  even 
when  she  thinks  she  is  at  the  end 
of  her  tether.  She  can  be  a  sort  of 
buffer  to  harshness  and  can  bring 
out  the  kinder  and  gentler  nature 
of  her  man. 

And  what  is  the  reward  of  all 
this  giving  and  giving?  The  wonder- 
ful protective  love  your  husband 
has  for  you,  the  joy  of  his  home- 
coming kiss,  the  companionship, 
the  shared  joys  and  laughter,  the 
sweet  memories,  the  strong  arm  to 
lean  on,  the  wisdom  to  turn  to,  the 
shoulder  to  cry  on,  on  those  days 
when  things  go  wrong,  and  most 
wonderful  of  all  and  the  crowning 
glory,  the  togetherness  in  the  gos- 
pel and  the  knowledge  that  God 
rejoices  in  your  marriage  are  all 
rewards  of  your  devotedness.  It  is 
what  God  wants.  It  is  part  of,  and 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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COMPARATIVE  REPORT  FOR  NOVEMBER 

THE  TOP  THREE 

Branch 


SALISBURY 

SPRINGS 

BLOEMFONTEIN 


Attendance 

Percent 
100% 
100% 

92% 


3* 
as 
«  a 

a.* 


BeUvflle 10  6  60%  6 

Bloemfontein      12  11  92%  11 

Copperbelt** 
Durban** 
East  London** 

East    Rand 14  —  —  11 

Krugersdorp 21  14  66%  11 

Mowbray** 

Pietermaritzburg 12  —  —  6 

Port  Elizabeth** 

Pretoria 47  12  26%  18 

Primrose 12  6  50%  6 

Raman** 

Salisbury* 13  13  100%  11 

Springs 16  16  100%  21 

Vereeniging 7  3  43  %  8 

Welkom** 

*     Congratulations  on  your  100%  Visiting  Teacher  Visits, 
**    Branches  which  failed  to  report. 


23 

14 
25 


a  « 


40 


?1 


49 
34 


sa 


17 


22 
20 


3  —  — 


TOMATO  CHUTNEY 

2  lbs.  tomatoes,  1  lb.  brown  sugar,  1  cup  vinegar,  \  lb.  Sultanas, 
1  teaspoon  mustard,  1  teaspoon  ground  ginger,  1  teaspoon  salt,  2  onions 
(diced  finely),  i  teaspoon  cayenne  pepper. 

Plunge  tomatoes  into  boiling  water  for  a  few  seconds  and  tben  into 
cold  water  to  loosen  the  skins.  Skin  and  slice  tomatoes.  Mix  all  the  in- 
gredients and  simmer  gently  in  an  enamel  sausepan  until  it  has  the  right 
consistentcy.  Stir  occasionally  to  prevent  burning.  Bottle  while  still  hot, 
then  seal,  taking  care  that  no  metal  comes  into  contact  with  the  chutney. 
Mr.  Jemima  Perring,  18  Rendleshm  Road,  Kimberley,  Cape. 


WIFEHOOD  (Continued  from  page  12) 


the  fulfillment  of  His  plan. 

Love  is  the  most  precious  jewel 
God  has  given  us,  and  the  love 
between  man  and  wife  is  one  of 
its  most  beautiful  facets  and  should 


be  treasured  together  with  the 
Gospel.  For  if  a  woman  has  the 
gospel,  the  love  of  God,  and  the 
love  of  a  good  man  in  her  life, 
she   has  joy  eternal. 
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By  George  E.  Done  —  Durban 


(A  talk  given  at  the  Natal  District  Conference  at  Durban,  October  27,  1963) 


THE  theme  for  the  conference  is 
taken  from  John  8:31-32: 
"Then  said  Jesus  to  those  Jews 
which  believed  in  him,  If  ye  con- 
tinue in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my 
disciples  indeed;  and  ye  shall  know 
the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make 
you  free." 

Free  from  what?  To  that  ques- 
tion no  doubt  there  are  a  hundred 
answers.  Of  the  many  possible 
answers,  the  one  on  which  I  wish 
to  speak  does,  I  feel,  affect  the 
most  people  on  this  earth  today. 
Millions  of  the  people  in  this  world 
are  beset  by  a  secret  enemy  which 
is  responsible  for  more  casualties 
and  greater  suffering  than  almost 
any  other  scourge.  Its  name  is 
worry. 

What  is  worry?  A  common  ex- 
pression these  days  is  "money 
talks",  so  let  us  define,  or  try  to 
define,  worry  on  a  cash  basis.  The 
definition  goes  like  this.  "Worry  is 
the  interest  you  pay  on  trouble 
before  you  get  it."  As  medical  men 
know,  worry  can  actually  induce 
organic  disease,  and  if  it  does  not 
do  that,  it  can,  by  devouring  our 
energy  in  unproductive  ways,  under- 
mine our  health,  render  our  lives 
intolerably  miserable  and  some- 
times shorten  them  by  years.  Yet 
worry,  against  which  the  wonder 
drugs  are  useless,  is  quite  curable 
by  the  individual  himself.  However, 
before  we  can  cure  ourselves  of 
this  scourge  it  is  necessary  for  us 
to  study  the  problem.  Worry  lies  in 
our  minds;  more  often  than  not  it 
is  the  result  of  simple  misdirection 
of  our  imagination.  So  we  must 
learn  to  control  our  processes  of 
thought,   and   if  we  do   so  we  can 


put  worry  in  its  proper  place. 

In  setting  out  to  achieve  control 
of  this  scourge,  one  popular  fallacy 
of  which  we  must  rid  ourselves,  is 
one  that  worry  is  a  peculiarity  of 
the  weak,  the  failures,  the  have- 
beens.  It  is  not  so.  Worry  may  be 
a  sign  of  potential  strength;  may  be 
proof  that  a  person  cares  about  life 
and  wants  to  make  something 
worthwhile  of  his  career.  We 
should  look  on  worry  as  a  mani- 
festation of  a  nervous  intensity, 
and  therefore  a  potential  source  of 
good  as  a  latent  power  that  will 
harm  us  only  when  it  is  expended 
on  unreal  problems.  So  then,  the 
remedy  is  to  direct  it  into  produc- 
tive channels.  Now,  it  is  easier  for 
all  of  us  to  understand  things  we 
can  see,  so  I  counsel  you,  if  you 
have  worries,  to  make  a  list  of  the 
tangible  things  that  worry  you. 
Then  when  you  have  them  down 
on  paper,  I'm  sure  you  will  realise 
how  many  of  them  are  vague,  in- 
definite, and  futile.  An  estimate  jf 
what  most  people  worry  about  runs 
like  this :  Things  that  never  happen, 
40%;  things  over  and  past  that  no 
amount  of  worrying  will  ever 
change,  30%;  needless  health  wor- 
ries, 12%;  petty  miscellaneous 
worries,  10%;  and  real  legitimate 
problems,  8%. 


Sometime  back  I  read  a  story  by 
a  man  who  had,  one  evening  at 
the  airport,  found  himself  next  to 
a  young  fellow  who  was  waiting 
for  his  fiancee.  They  had  not  been 
waiting  long  when  it  was  an- 
nounced that  the  plane  for  which 
they  were  both  waiting  had  been 
held  up  by  bad  weather.  It  was  half 
an   hour,   then   one  hour,   overdue. 
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The  young  man's  agitation  in- 
creased. It  was  not  difficult  to  see 
that  he  was  picturing  some  terrible 
disaster.  Finally  the  older  man  felt 
compelled  to  speak  to  him.  He 
knew  it  was  useless  simply  to  tell 
him  to  stop  worrying.  Instead  he 
set  up  other  pictures,  asking  whom 
he  was  expecting,  what  was  the 
girl  like,  what  would  she  be  wear- 
ing, and  so  on,  and  soon  he  had 
the  young  man  telling  him  all  about 
his  fiancee,  how  they  had  met,  and 
so  on.  In  a  few  minutes  his  mind 
was  so  full  of  other  things  that  he 
had  crowded  out  worry.  Indeed  the 
plane  came  in  before  he  realized 
it.  So  let  us  remember,  that  which 
we  imagine  most  easily  in  reality 
rarely  happens. 


It  is  a  teaching  of  the  Church  that 
the  glory  of  God  is  intelligence, 
and  also  that  no  man  can  be  saved 
in  ignorance.  Therefore  let  us 
study  our  worries,  keeping  our 
sense  of  proportion,  and  a  lot  of 
them  will  be  eliminated.  It  is  well 
to  remember  that  worry  never  robs 
tomorrow  of  its  sorrow.  It  only  saps 
today  of  its  strength.  Self-pity  ,'s 
the  root  of  many  of  our  worries, 
and  for  self-commiseration  there  is 
only  one  answer.  We  must  effect 
revolution  in  our  lives,  by  which 
instead  of  seeing  ourselves  as  the 
centre  of  existence,  we  turn  our 
thoughts  towards  others,  and  thus 
come  to  realise  our  true  place  as 
members  of  a  family,  community 
or  a  nation.  Let  us  remember  that 
few  of  us  get  dizzy  from  doing  too 
many  good  turns.  And  let  us  act 
on  the  lines  that  the  smallest  good 
deed  is  better  than  the  grandest 
good  intention. 

There  are  many  ways  by  which 
we  can  come  to  see  our  difficulties 
in  true  perspective.  One  of  the  finest 
antidotes  is  work.  Henry  Ward 
Beecher  wrote  on  that  subject : 
"It  is  not  work  that  kills  men.  It  is 
worry.  Worry  is  the  rust  upon  the 
blade."  Sir  Winston  Churchill, 
burdened  with  the  cares  of  the  free 
world,  took  time  off  from  war  to 
paint  a  landscape.  We  all  know  the 


saying,  a  change  is  as  good  as  a 
rest.  Just  a  few  weeks  ago  there  was 
showing  in  Durban  a  film  about 
Lawrence  of  Arabia.  It  was  based 
on  his  book,  "The  Seven  Pillars  of 
Wisdom."  Now  Lawrence  was  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  men  of  action 
this  century  has  produced.  Yet  his 
mother  told  how,  after  his  failure 
at  the  Peace  Conference  to  fulfil 
his  promises  to  the  Arabs,  he  would 
sit  entire  mornings  just  brooding. 
A  man  of  action  changed  by  worry 
into  a  brooding,  lifeless  shadow. 
His  eventual  self-cure  was  achieved 
by  translating  this  wasting  energy 
into  creative  effort.  He  set  out  to 
write  "The  Seven  Pillars  of  Wis- 
dom". 

How  does  the  problem  of  worry 
affect  us  in  our  endeavours  to  live 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?  What 
place  should  it  have  in  our  lives? 
Should  it  have  a  place?  The  answer 
is  no!  It  should  have  no  place 
in  our  lives.  My  brothers  and 
sisters,  we  must  not  forget  that  you 
cannot  expect  to  feel  God's  presence 
if  you  are  too  busy,  and  worrying 
is   very   time-consuming. 

In  the  final  analysis,  what  ?s 
worry?  Worry,  in  the  final  analysis, 
can  be  classed  as  a  form  of  atheism 
—  a  denial  of  the  human  need  of 
God.  That  may  sound  hard,  but  I 
would  like  you  to  think  about  it. 
Isn't  it  like  saying,  I  shall  never 
get  the  better  of  this  for  there  is 
no  God  to  help  me?  We  know  there 
is  a  God  to  help  us.  The  Lord  in 
His  daily  conversations  was  always 
warning  His  listeners  against  this 
particular  lack  of  faith.  A  good 
Latter-day  Saint  must  believe  com- 
pletely in  the  Lord  our  God.  He 
must  accept  Him  without  reserva- 
tion. He  must  serve  Him  with 
devotion.  If  we  do  these  things 
trustfully  and  prayerfully  we  shall 
raise  ourselves  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  enemy,  and  know  true  peace 
of  mind.  "Then  said  Jesus  to  those 
Jews  which  believed  in  Him.  If  ye 
continue  in  my  word  then  are  ye 
my  disciples  indeed;  and  ye  shall 
know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free." 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 

BAPTISMS 

BLOEMFONTEIN  PRETORIA 

GREEN,  Jack   GcorRc  DU    BUISSON,    Francine    Johanna 

CARLETONVILLE  MULLER,  Wendy  Rosalie 

MORRISON,    Andrew    Lowingham  MANN,    Harry   William 

DURBAN  MANN.  Anne  Elizabeth 
GRAY,  Gavin   Rosslyn  PRIMROSE 

KRUGER.  Peter  Randall  OTTO.    Michael    Petrus    Daniel.    Sr. 

D1NGLEY,  Eric  George  OTTO,    Michael    Petrus    Daniel.    Jr. 
WINSTANLEY.     Faith     Elizabeth  RAMAH 

SWANEPOEL,    Roclof    Johannes  FAGAN,  Caroline  Jennifer 

EAST   LONDON  BIART,  Michelc  Helene  Yvonne 
STRYDOM,   Terence  SPRINGS 

STRYDOM.    Merle    Anita    Bailey  VAN    DER    WALT,    Anna   Magrietha 

BLESSINGS 

PRETORIA  STRUTHERS,    Gloria    Florence 
LION-CACHET,   Louise  RAMAH 

MANN,  Edwin  Johann  THOMPSON,    Eric    Leigh 

PORT   ELIZABETH  THOMPSON,  Merryl  Dale 
SMITH,  Terance  Stanley  WELKOM 

STRUTHERS.   Delores  SMIT.  Huibrecht  Hester 

DEATHS 

PORT   ELIZABETH 
GRIFFITH.    Enid    Muriel    Rose  JANSEN,   William   Edwin 

SMITH,   Florence  Elizabeth 

ORDINATIONS 

DURBAN  HERHOLDT.  John  Deady— to  a  Priest. 
BRAITHWAITE.    John— to    a    Priest.  PORT  ELIZABETH 

VAN    DER   LEEK,    Cornelius— to   a    Priest.  SCHECKLE,    Errol    Glenton— to   a    Deacon. 
VAN  MOERKERKEN,  Koenraad  ChristofTel  RAMAH 

—    to    a    T££^ERSDORp  BENTNGTON,   Derek   Charles— to   an   Elder. 

SWANEPOEL,    Jan    Andreas— to    a    Deacon.  ___..«,     ,   VEREENIGING 

PRETORIA  SNYMAN,   Julian   Joseph — to   a   Priest. 
EDDON,   Sidney   James   Cook— to   a   Priest.  WELKOM 

MULLER,    Stanley    Arthur — to    a    Priest.  BUCKLE,   Thomas   Johannes — to   an   Elder. 

THANKFULNESS  —  by  George  Samuel  —  Ramah  Branch 
/"\N  one  occasion  when  Jesus  was  travelling  through  Jerusalem,  He 
^^  entered  a  certain  village.  There  He  met  ten  men  who  were  lepers. 
They  lifted  up  their  voices  and  said,  "Jesus,  Master,  have  mercy  on  us." 
And  when  He  saw  them,  He  said,  "Go  show  yourselves  to  the  priests." 
And  it  came  to  pass  that  as  they  went,  they  were  cleaned.  Only  one  of 
them  when  he  saw  that  he  was  healed,  turned  back  and  with  a  loud  voice 
glorified  God.  Times  haven't  changed  much,  have  they? 

Do  we  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  all  our  many  blessings?  No, 
we  don't,  do  we?  We're  inclined  to  take  too  much  for  granted.  Are  we 
grateful  for  the  material  things  we  have  such  as  our  homes,  our  jobs, 
our  families,  our  chapel,  the  trees,  the  sun,  the  seasons,  as  well  as  all  the 
other  things  that  go  to  make  our  day  complete? 

What  about  things  spiritual  such  as  the  Gospel,  the  prophet,  the 
Priesthood,  the  plan  of  salvation,  our  testimonies  and  the  power  of  prayer? 
President  David  O.  McKay  says,  "Thankfulness  is  the  beginning  of  grati- 
tude. Gratitude  is  the  completion  of  thankfulness." 

To  be  sincere  and  genuine,  both  thankfulness  and  gratitude  must 
involve  more  than  mere  words.  They  can  only  be  demonstrated  by  con- 
crete actions.  There  are  many  ways  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father.  What 
about  spreading  the  Gospel  a  little  more  than  we're  doing  now?  How 
about  living  our  13th  Article  of  Faith  to  its  utmost  by  being  honest,  true, 
chaste,  benevolent,  virtuous,  and  doing  good  to  all  men,  and  following 
the  admonition  of  Paul,  which  is:  We  believe  all  things,  we  hope  all 
things,  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope  to  endure  all  things.  If 
there  is  anything  virtuous,  lovely,  or  of  good  report,  or  praiseworthy,  we 
seek  after  these  things  .  .  .  and  I  might  add,  be  thankful  for  these  things, 
for  they  are  of  God. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 

Appointments 

ELDER     BRUCE     WILLIAMS— Appointed     Supervising     Elder     of     the     Pretoria     District, 
December  31,  1963. 

Transfers 

ELDER  WILLIAM  BELL — from  Mayfair,  Johannesburg  to  Carletonville,  December  2.   1963. 
ELDER    BRENT    MANGUM— from   Vanderbijl   Park    to   Pretoria,    December    14.    1963. 
ELDER    MARK    BEAZER—  from    Germiston    to    Vanderbijl    Park.    December    17,    1963. 
ELDER    DUANE    WILLIAMS— from    Parow.    Cape    to    Springs,    December    17,    1963. 
ELDER  BLAIN   HOSKINS— from  Vanderbijl  Park  to  Parow,  Cape,  December  17.   1963. 
ELDER  JOHN  GREENWOOD— from  Springs  to  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape,  December  18.   1963. 
ELDER  I.   WALTON   MUIR— from  Port  Elizabeth,   Cape  to  Pretoria,   December   18,    1963. 
ELDER    RONALD    MILLBURN — from    Pretoria    to    Mayfair.    Johannesburg.    December    19, 

1963. 
ELDER   GRAND   DAYLEY— from   Pretoria   to   Benoni,    December    19.    1963. 
ELDER     KENNETH     TRAVELLER— from     Benoni     to     Luanshya.     Northern     Rhodesia, 

December  19,  1963. 
ELDER   JOHN    ALLEN — from   Luanshya,    Northern   Rhodesia   to   Germiston,   December   23, 

1963. 
EDER    BRUCE    WILLIAMS— from    Kimberley,    Cape    to    Pretoria,    December    31,    1963. 
ELDER  TERRY  CARLSON— from  Turffontein,  Johannesburg  to  Kimberley,  Cape,  December 

31,   1963. 

Releases 


ELDER  NEVILLE  CRAMER— Released  December  31,  1963.  He  laboured  in  Southern 
Suburbs  and  Houghton,  Johannesburg,  and  Pretoria.  He  acted  as  Minister  of  Afrikaans 
and  Supervising  Elder. 


Left  for  Home 


Elder  Neville  Cramer 


•  f\,>rr\++*\r+* 
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BRANCH 
REPORTS 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Alma  Robb 

DECEMBER  is  here  already,  and  everybody  is  busy  getting  ready 
for  all  of  the  different  functions  about  to  take  place  during  the 
Christmas  festivities. 

At  this  time  we  would  like  to  congratulate  the  Welkom  Branch  for 
their  lovely  chapel  that  they  have  just  completed  building.  Those  of  us 
who  attended  the  opening  of  the  chapel  during  November  were  greatly 
impressed.  The  wonderful  talks  by  the  different  leaders  were  an  inspira- 
tion to  all  of  us.  We  would  like  to  congratulate  the  Singing  Mothers. 
Their  singing  was  superb  and  enjoyed  by  all.  May  the  Lord  bless  and 
guide  you  all  in  Welkom.  May  you  continue  in  your  wonderful  work  and 
may  your  chapel  soon  be  filled  to  capacity. 

We  were  indeed  very  sorry  to  have  tc  say  goodbye  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Hefer  who  have  gone  back  to  the  Transvaal.  May  your 
stay  in  Stilfontein  be  a  happy  one.  We  will  miss  you  very  much. 

We  were  very  happy  to  have  with  us  during  this  past  weekend 
Brother  and  Sister  Young  and  their  family  from  George.  They  had  their 
baby  son  blessed  here  on  Sunday,  December  8th.  They  were  very  glad 
to  be  among  the  saints  once  again. 

We  welcome  Brother  Jack  Green  into  the  Church.  He  entered  the 
waters  of  baptism  at  the  beginning  of  the  month.  May  the  dear  Lord 
bless  and  guide   you   in  all   that  you  do  Brother   Green. 

The  Primary  has  gone  into  recess  for  the  holidays.  The  Relief 
Society  is  still  in  recess,  but  we  do  look  forward  to  those  meetings  once 
a  month  which  we  are  having  at  present.  The  M.I.A.  is  still  going 
strong,  and  it  held  a  very  successful  programme  during  November 
called  the  "S.S.  Liahona." 

To  the  saints  everywhere  we  wish  a  very  happy  Ne  wYear. 


CARLETONVILLE  BRANCH 

Cecilia  Nell 

OUR  investigators  have  become  members,  and  we  welcome  this  lovely 
family  into  our  branch.  They  are  Sister  Susanna  Maria  Velleman 
and  Brother  Peter  Gorden  Velleman  who  entered  the  waters  of  baptism 
on  the  2nd  November.  Desire  Bartman  Velleman  received  her  bessing  on 
the   3rd  November. 

A  f; reside  recently  held  in  the  branch  was  a  great  success,  and  we 
thank  Elder  Larry  Weatherbee  for  playing  us  the  tape  "This  Is  The 
Place". 

Our  first  Relief  Society  was  held,  and  we  would  like  to  thank  all  of 
the  members  for  their  support.  We  especially  thank  Smith  and  Bell  for 
their  attendance  at  this  gathering. 
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Elder  Keith  Smith  was  our  guest  speaker  at  Sunday  School.  What  a 
pleasant  surprise  it  was  to  have  Elder  P.  Faber  and  President  van  Staden 
out  to  our  Relief  Society  evening.  At  this  time  we  say  goodbye  to  Elder 
B.  Hoskins  who  has  left  us  for  Cape  Town.  Thank  you  for  your  hard 
work  in  this  branch  Elder. 

We  welcome  Elder  Bell,  and  we  hope  that  he  will  be  happy  in 
Carletonville. 

This  has  been  a  month  of  surprises.  President  J.  Matheson  from 
Ramah  was  a  welcome  guest  on  the  24th  November.  President  L.  Bibb 
and  Brother  D.  Chater  came  out  with  him.  Brother  D.  Chater  gave  us  a 
most  inspiring  talk.  He  was  the  first  returned  missionary  to  speak  at 
Sacrament  Services  here  in  Carletonville. 

The  saints  in  Carletonville  take  this  opportunity  to  wish  all  the 
saints  in  the  mission  a  prosperous  New  Year. 


O' 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

Julie  Bakker 

(N  the  8th  November,  a  lot  of  the  saints 
gathered  at  the  Durban  Station  to  say 
good-bye  to  Sister  Margaret  Bury  and  Sister 
Chapman.  Sister  Bury  will  be  leaving  Johan- 
nesburg on  the  13th  November,  for  the  United 
States.  Sister  Chapman  has  been  transferred 
to  labour  in  Johannesburg.  We  wish  Sister 
Bury  bon  voyage  to  the  United  States,  and 
we  hope  that  Sister  Chapman  will  enjoy  her 
labours  on  the  Rand.  We  welcome  Sister 
Kimball  to  Durban,  and  we  hope  that  she 
will  enjoy  her  stay  here. 

The  Relief  Society  had  their  annual 
Fete  this  month.  The  Sisters  put  in  a  lot  of  hard  work  and  their  efforts 
were  well  rewarded. 

We  welcome  into  the  branch  this  month  five  new  members.  They 
are:  Gavin  Rosslyn  Gray,  Peter  Randall  Kruger,  Eric  George  Dingley, 
Faith  Elizabeth  Winstanley  and  Roelof  Johannesburg  Swanepoel.   We 
pray  for  the  Lord's  blessings  to  be  with  them. 
We  wish  all  the  saints  a  happy  holiday  season. 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

D.  van  Heerden 

WE  here  in  East  London  have  had  a  very  quiet  month  except  for 
a  baptism  which  took  place  at  Nahoon  on  the  1st  December.  We 
welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Strydom  and  their  family  into  our 
branch,  and  we  pray  that  God's  richest  blessings  will  be  with  them. 

On  the  14th  December  we  had  a  lovely  day  with  some  members 
from  the  four  corners  of  the  Republic  being  with  us.  They  were. 
Brother  Faber  and  his  family,  Brother  Sidney  Trollip,  Brother  Olef 
Taim,  and  Brother  Smith  and  his  family  all  from  Pretoria;  Brother  Hefer 
and  his  family  from  Bloemfontein;  Brother  and  Sister  Nel,  and  Sister 
Siebert  and  her  family  from  Durban;  and  Brother  Beau  Charsley  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Doller  from  Port  Elizabeth. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  Sister  Booysen's  daughter  Pixie  from 
Cape  Town,  and  we're  sure  that  Sister  Booysen  is  very  happy  here.  The 
Van  Heerden  family  is  once  again  reunited  as  Antoinette  and  Marie  have 
come  from  Port  Elizabeth  to  stay. 

The  most  beautiful  chapel  in  this  hemisphere  is  rapidly  approaching 
completion.  It  has  attracted  quite  a  bit  of  attention.  You  can  go  there 
during  the  day  or  in  the  evening  and  you're  sure  to  find  members 
wandering  about  the  building  basking  in  their  new-found  enjoyment. 

We  extend  our  greetings  to  members  everywhere. 
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EAST    RAND   BRANCH 

Lucy  Carr 

AT  M.I. A.  on  November  12,  we  the  Saints  of  the  East  Rand  Branch 
had  a  most  welcome  visit  from  our  M.I.A.  District  Leaders.  After  our 
usual  classes,  Brother  and  Sister  Ken  Armstrong  were  kind  enough  to 
teach  those  of  us  who  can  only  do  the  old  fashioned  two-step,  the 
cha-cha.  What  an  enjoyable  evening  we  all  had.  We  really  didn't  want 
them  to  go. 

Our  "new"  missionary.  Elder  John  Lamb,  gave  his  first  talk  in  our 
branch  of  the  17th,  and  a  very  good  talk  it  was.  To  add  to  the 
significance  of  Elder  Lamb's  talk.  Brother  Carr  added  a  forceful  message. 

To  raise  some  funds  for  our  Christmas  Tree  scheduled  for  the  21st 
December,  we  held  a  film  show  at  the  chapel.  The  saints  present  enjoyed 
films  taken  by  amateurs,  but  to  us  it  was  most  professional. 

On  the  24th  we  had  as  our  guest  speaker  Brother  R.  P.  Roberts  of 
Vereeniging  and  Brother  J.  C.  de  Wet  of  Primrose.  They  left  us  with 
encouraging  messages,  and  we  wish  to  think  them  most  sincerely. 
Serving  the  sacrament  we  also  had  two  guests.  Brothers  Peter  and 
Howard  Kingsley. 

Shipboard  antics  made  an  exciting  evening  with  games  and  laughter. 
Finding  our  sea  legs  wasn't  as  easy  as  most  of  the  saints  thought 
except,  of  course,  for  Brother  Balmer,  who  found  his  years  ago. 

The  1st  December  was  indeed  a  remarkable  day  for  the  Adendorffs 
as  the  whole  family  attended  Sunday  School.  During  the  service, 
grandfather  (President  Adendorffi  blessed  his  granddaughter,  Vivian 
Judity  Jansen  van  Rensburg. 

We  are  proud  to  congratulate  the  following  brethern  on  their 
advancement  in  the  Priesthood:  Brothers  A.  Adendorff,  H.  Botha,  and 
F.  Carr  were  ordained  Priests,  and  Brothers  S.  Holzhausen  and  F.  van 
Zyl  were  ordained  Teachers. 

It  is  with  joy  in  our  hearts  that  we  see  our  chapel  grow.  The 
work  is  progressing  favourably  and  the  brethern  are,  as  usual,  only 
too  willing  to  do  their  share. 

We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  wish  the  van  Zyl  family,  who 
are  going  on  holiday,  a  very  pleasant  journey,  and  may  they  all  regain 
their  strength. 

The  saints  of  the  East  Rand  Branch  greet  their  brethern  and 
Sisters  and  wish  them  the  compliments  of  the  season.  May  our  Heavenly 
Father's  blessings  rest  upon  you. 


KLERKSDORP  BRANCH 

May  Schultz 

FIRST  of  all  we  would  all  like  to  wish  the  saints  everywhere  a  happy 
and  prosperous  New  Year. 
President  and  Sister  Wilson  are  back  from  their  leave  and  are  both 
ready  for  work  again. 

On  the  24th  November,  at  the  evening  services  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  having  the  presence  of  President  Matheson  from  Ramah  and 
Prsident  Bibb  from  Krugersdorp.  We  also  had  two  families  investigating, 
and  I'm  sure  that  the  talks  given  by  the  two  presidents  must  have 
inspired  them,  because  they  were  really  wonderful. 

Though  rather  late,  we  would  like  to  wish  Brother  J.  Palmer  and 
Sister  Elaine  Schultz  a  very  happy  birthday.  We  would  also  like  to 
welcome  Elder  Matheson  to  our  branch,  and  we  hope  that  his  stay  will 
be  a  happy  and  successful   one. 

May  God's  richest  blessings  always  be  with  His  saints  all  over. 
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KRUGERSDOBP  BRANCH 

Joyce  Levy 

THE  Christmas  feeling  is  really  with  us  here  in  Krugersdorp,  as  the 
brothers  have  been  working  very  hard  to  finish  the  floor  in  our  hail. 
They  made  it  in  time  for  the  Relief  Society  Bazaar  which  was  held  on 
the    14th   December. 

On  the  30th  November,  we  held  a  "3rd  Evening"  and  the  Sunday 
School  gave  us  a  lovely  evening  with  hamburgers,  ginger  beer,  and  lots 
to  eat.  The  proceeds  were  to  aid  the  Children's  Christmas  Tree  Party. 
Sister  Joe  Sawyer  worked  very  hard  and  created  lots  of  games  with  the 
help  of  Sister  Bibb.  The  highlight  of  the  evening  was  the  Shooting 
Gallery  where  our  Branch  President,  President  Bibb,  got  the  highest 
score  with  three  bull's  eyes. 

The  Relief  Society  held  their  bazaar  on  the  14th  of  December. 
The  sisters  worked  very  hard  sewing,  making  fudge,  and  etc.,  and 
waffles  were  made  on  the  spot  by  Sister  Greer.  Green  mealies  were  also 
freshly  cooked  followed  by  braaivleis.  Sister  E.  Strydom,  our  Relief 
Society  President,  was  very  pleased  with  the  effort  everyone  made  even 
though  many  were  unable   to  come. 

I  must  not  leave  out  or  forget  to  mention  our  very  lovely  Primay 
Programme  on  the  first  Sunday  in  December.  This  was  indeed  a  lovely 
evening.  The  children  did  so  well,  and  it  was  lovely  to  have  Brother  and 
Sister  Tex  Smith  and  President  Chatter  come  to  the  meeting.  We  really 
must  congratulate  Sister  Powrie  for  working  so  hard  as  Primary  Mother. 

The  whole  branch  went  to  the  "Pines"  on  the  16th  December,  for  a 
picnic.  It  was  a  beautiful  day,  and  President  Bibb  says  everyone  had 
such  a  lovely  time  that  we  will  go  there  again  in  the  future. 

On  Friday,  December  20,  the  sisters  were  very  busy  holding  a  cake 
sale.  This  was  also  a  very  nice  event  sponsored  by  the  sisters,  especially 
as  it  was  so  close  to  Christmas  and  they  have  lots  to  do  for  themselves. 

Saturday,  the  21st  of  December,  was  our  Christmas  Tree!  The  hall 
looked  very  beautiful,  and  the  Christmas  Tree  bent  over  at  the 
ceiling  as  it  was  such  a  big  one.  The  tree  was  given  to  the  Sunday 
School  by  Sister  M.  Harris.  The  children  received  lovely  presents,  and 
Sister  Joe  Sawyer  really  organized  the  refreshments  and  everything  else 
very  nicely.  Our  Sunday  School  Superirtendant,  Brother  B.  Levy,  wishes 
to  thank  everyone  for  making  the  Christmas  Party  such  a  success. 

We  are  all  very  pleased  to  see  Brother  Jan  Delport  out  of  the 
hospital  and  feeling  mush  better.  We  ask  the  Lord  to  bless  him  with 
health  in  the  future. 

Our  first  evening  meeting  held  in  our  hall  was  on  the  15th 
December,  and  this  was  a  meeting  that  no  one  present  will  ever 
forget.  We  could  all  feel  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  present  and  the 
speeches  were  in  keeping  with  the  lovely  spiritual  atmosphere.  It  is 
difficult  to  put  into  words  how  the  members  felt,  but  there  was 
hardly  anyone  present  who  did  not  have  a  lump  in  their  throat  or  shed  a 
few  tears.  We  are  now  looking  forward  to  meeting  in  our  chapel  in  the 
new  year. 


Love  is  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  Deity, 
and  ought  to  be  manifested  by  those  who  aspire 
to  be  the  sons  of  God.  A  man  filled  with  the  love 
of  God  is  not  content  with  blessing  his  family 
alone,  but  ranges  through  the  whole  world  anxious 
to  bless  the  whole  human  race.  —  Joseph  Smith 
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MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Beatrice  E.  Smith 


T 


\HE  members  of  the  Mowbray  Branch 
wish  all  of  the  saints  in  South  Africa 
and  our  friends  abroad  the  compliments  of 
the  season.  May  the  year  of  1964  prove  to 
be  a  very  happy  year  for  all;  being  filled 
with  blessings  and  prosperity. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to 
Brother  Layton  and  Sister  Johanna  Brummer 
on  the  death  of  their  father.  Our  Sympathy 
is  also  given  to  Sister  Maria  Maritz  who  also 
lost  her  father  this  month.  May  they  be  com- 
forted in  their  grief. 

The    Brummers   made    a    hasty    trip    to 
the  Transvaal  to  collect  their  two  little  ones. 
The   small   boys  are  settling   down   nicely    at  the   Cape. 

The  Mutual  Study  Group  held  a  fireside  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Ivy  Fourie  on  the  10th.  Mr.  Malcolm  showed  slides  of  a 
rcent  trip  to  the  Andes  when  he  and  his  companions  conquered 
a  peak  that  had  proved  unclimbable  to  previous  expeditions.  We 
congratulate  these  climbers  on  their  success.  We  are  very  grateful 
to  Mr.  Griffin  for  presenting  these  pictures  to  us,  and  also  to 
Sister  Shelagh  Pike  who  arranged  for  the  speaker,  we  express 
our  thanks. 

Sister  Joan  Shelver  is  in  the  Cape  where  she  is  studying  the 
gentle  profession  of  nursing.  She  recently  arrived  here  from 
Queenstown. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  market  in  Adderley  Street  on  the 
14th.  The  sisters  were  kept  busy  and  raised  an  amount  of  R126. 
This  was  a  splendid  effort  and  we  are  proud  of  our  hard-working 
Relief   Society    Sisters. 

It  is  good  to  see  Sister  Hilda  Dyason  back  after  her  recent 
operation.  We  have  to  congratulate  her  on  receiving  a  Long  Service 
Primary  Pin.  Sister  Dyason  has  served  as  Primary  Mother  and  teacher 
for  a  long  time  and  is  well  deserving  of  this  fine  award. 

Sister  Veronica  Dallender  has  been  ill  during  the  month.  We  pray 
that  she  will  soon  be  as  fit  as  ever.  Sister  Diane  Dallender  is  looking 
radiant  after  a  tonsil  operation. 

The  Relief  Society  held  their  work  meeting  on  the  21st,  when 
Sister  Lena  Park  and  Valerie  Hubert  gave  us  some  valuable  hints  on  the 
art   of  floral  arrangements. 

A  farewell  party  was  given  by  the  Genealogical  Society  for  Sister 
Dorothy  Smith  and  her  family  who  have  since  left  for  Pretoria.  The 
party  was  also  a  "tot  siens"  to  Brother  Willem  Maritz  and  his  family 
who  have  been  transferred  to  Beaufort  West.  Sister  Williams  also  gave  a 
party  at  her  home  for  the  children  of  the  families  who  were  leaving  the 
branch.  We  wish  these  staunch  members  great  success  in  their  new 
homes.  May  they  always  have  the  joy  of  the  gospel  wherever  they  mav 
be. 

Sister  Rose  Kirsten  and  Odessa  Geldenhuys  have  been  competing  in 
the  "Local  Talent"  contests  which  are  being  held  at  the  Waldorf.  Both 
of  them  have  acquitted  themselves  very  well.  Bravo,  Song  Birds! 

The  M.I.A.  invited  the  branch  to  "Shipboard  Antics"  on  the  26th.  It 
was  an  evening  of  fun  and  games  for  old  and  young. 

We  wish  the  best  of  luck  to  Brother  Johannes  and  Sister  Doreen 
Swart  and  the  children  who  are  making  their  home  in  Johannesburg 
after  a  few  years  in  Cape  Town. 

The  Building  Committee's  effort  for  November  was  a  braaivleis  held 
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at  Wynberg  Park  on  the  23rd.  From  far  and  near  we  gathered  and 
enjoyed  the  beautiful  surroundings  of  the  park  until  the  sun  departed, 
at  which  time  plates  of  tempting  braaivleis  and  salads  were  served.  After 
the  meal,  a  few  of  the  more  energetic  ones  played  games.  Then  we 
gathered  around  the  dying  embers  of  the  fire  and  sang  a  few  of  the  old 
songs  until  it  was  time  to  go  home  and  to  bed. 


PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 


Madge  McHugh 

THE  Relief  Society  Sisters  got  together  for  their  closing  social  and 
decided  to  have  dinner  at  one  of  the  local  restaurants  and  attend 
the  theatre  afterwards,  so  on  December  5,  the  sisters  met  and  spent  an 
enjoyable  evening  together. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  December,  Sister  Jeanette  Blignaut  and 
Peter  had  their  baby  son  blessed.  In  the  evening,  the  Primary  also  held 
a  special  service,  and  it  was  wonderful  to  see  the  smaller  ones  taking 
part.  On  the  following  Wednesday  the  Primary  held  their  Christmas 
Party  at  Sister  Barett's  house. 

The  Sunday  School  also  held  their  Christmas  Party  at  which  Father 
Christmas  arrived  in  person.  There  were  many  wide-eyed  children 
wondering  what  was  in  his  bag  for  them,  and  some  just  couldn't  wait 
until  it  was  their  turn  to  receive  a  present. 

We  are  happy  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Steedman  and  their  family 
down  for  Christmas. 


PRETORIA   BRANCH 

Anna  Muller 

PRETORIA  has  been  blessed  with  lovely 
weather  this  month.  Welcome  rain  has  fallen 
regularly  and  the  gardens  are  certainly  a  colour- 
ful sight  to  behold.  With  so  many  new  members 
entering  the  waters  of  baptism  every  month  too, 
we  have  indeed  much  to  be  grateful  for.  We  wish 
to  extend  a  very  hearty  welcome  to  all  those 
new  members  who  were  baptised  this  month. 
May  the  Lord  bless  them  that  they  may  stand 
steadfast  and  grow  in  the  Gospel. 

The  Halloween  Party  given  by  the  M.I. A. 
was  a  howling  success,  and  was  rounded  off  with 
delicious  pumpkin  fritters  and  cold  drinks.  On 
the  3rd  November,  the  Primary  presented  their 
excellent  programme  with  the  theme:  "Follow 
the  Gospel  Path".  Once  again  we  must  congratu- 
late our  Primary  President,  Sister  van  Staden, 
her  counsellors  and  teachers  on  the  wonderful  work  they  are  doing. 
The  Relief  Society  held  a  successful  bazaar  on  the  9th  November,  and 
conducted  the  evening  service  on  the  10th  November.  On  this  occasion 
we  were  privileged  to  have  with  us  Elder  Tex  Smith  from  the  District 
Council  and  his  wife  and  Sister  Dewsnup,  the  District  Relief  Society 
President.  Sister  Dewsnup  gave  a  very  inspiring  and  encouraging  talk, 
and  we  hope  that  the  attendance  at  our  Relief  Society  meetings  will 
increase. 

It  was  with  great  regret  that  we  said  good-bye  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Theunissen  who  has  been  transfered  to  Cape  Town.  We  wish  to  thank 
them  for  their  services  in  the  Pretoria  Branch,  and  we  pray  that  the 
Lord's  blessings  may  go  with  them.  Our  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  gc  to  the  Welkom  Branch  on  the  opening  of  their  beautiful  new 
chapel.   May   you   continue   to  prosper   and   grow. 

The  "Dance  International",  held  at  Pretoria  on  November  23,  was 
well  attended  by  members  from  other  branches.  The  costumes  certainly 
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were  most  interesting  and  attractive.  The  M.I. A.  also  organized  a  very 
enjoyable  "Shipboard  Antics"  evening  on  November  25. 

The  genealog}  course  ended  on  the  26th  November,  with  a  social 
evening  at  which  we  were  privileged  to  have  Elder  Smit  and  Brother 
and  Sister  Gorman  in  attendance.  Brother  Allcock,  recently  arrived  from 
England,  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  temple  work,  and  Brother 
Gorman  encouraged  members  seriously  to  start  on  research  for  their 
dead.  Our  thanks  go  to  Brother  Raubenheimer,  his  counsellors  and 
Sister  Harvey,  our  very  diligent  teacher,  for  a  most  successful  course. 

On  the  29th  November.  Sisters  Collins  and  Joan  Moffit  and  the 
pupils  of  their  "School  of  Cabaret"  entertained  us  with  an  excellent 
variety  show  to  aid  our  building  fund.  Among  the  audience  were 
President  and  Sister  Alldredge,  and  we  certainly  appreciated  their 
attendance.  Thank  you  Sisters  Joan  and  Collins.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  the  next  show. 

It  is  with  humble  gratitude  that  we  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for 
answering  our  prayers  and  restoring  Sister  Nella  van  Vuuren's  health. 
We  are  also  very  grateful  to  see  Sister  Cooksley  at  the  chapel  again 
after  her  accident.  May  she  soon  recover  completely. 

Once  again  we  had  to  say  goodbye  to  three  missionaries  on  their 
return  to  the  United  States.  These  three  missionares  who  laboured  in 
Pretoria  are  Elder  Jones,  Robb  and  Winder,  and  may  the  Lord  continue 
to  bless  them.  We  wish  to  welcome  to  our  branch  Elder  Dayle,  Millburn 
and  Moore,  and  we  thank  them  for  the  wonderful  messages  that  they 
brought  with  them.  May  their  labours  here  be  successful. 

To  the  saints  all  over  the  mission  we  extend  our  best  wishes  for 
the  festive  season.  May  Christmas  bring  to  you  all  His  blessings  of 
good  cheer,  and  may  the  thought  that  He  is  near  bless  you  all  the  New 
Year  too. 


PRIMROSE   BRANCH 

P.  D.  Wilson 

WE  would  at  tliis  time  like  to  welcome  into  our  branch  Brother  and 
Sister  Orth  who  have  been  transferred  from  Pietermaritzburg. 
We  hope  and  pray  that  they  will  be  very  happy  here. 

We  sisters  here  at  Primrose  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  the  Welkom  brothers  and  sisters  for  their  hospitality  and  also 
for  the  wonderful  meal  which  we  had.  We  thank  those  who  gave  up  their 
homes  for  our  comfort,  and  we  would  a!so  at  this  time  like  to  congratu- 
late the  Welkom  branch  for  their  achievement  of  gaining  such  a  wonder- 
ful chapel.  We're  sure  that  your  sDirits  are  very  high  at  this  time.  We 
would  like  to  say  to  President  Robinson  not  to  worry  about  the  loss  of 
his  hair  as  he  and  the  branch  have  gained  a  wonderful  chapel.  We 
express  our  thanks  to  President  and  Sister  Alldredge  for  their  inspiring 
and  uplifting  talks,  and  we  also  congratulate  all  of  the  other  speakers 
for  their  lovely  messages. 

Our  guest  speaker  for  this  month  were  Elder  Faber  and  Elder  van 
Staden.  We  enjoyed  their  wonderful  talks.  On  the  29th  November,  we 
had  our  Christmas  Party  for  the  children.  The  children  must  be  con- 
gratulated and  thanked  very  dearlv  for  their  wonderful  sacrifice  of 
giving  up  their  toys  for  our  building  fund,  but  I'm  sure  that  they  all 
enjoyed  the  evening.  They  saw  a  western  film  and  two  comedies,  and 
there  was  plenty  to  eat  for  all. 

May  God  bless  all  of  the  saints  over  the  world,  and  may  our 
spirits  always  be  lifted.  We  a^o  send  our  greetings  for  *he  holiday 
season. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Evereld   Matthews 

THIS  is  a  busy  and  exciting  month  for  all  of  us.  but  I  hoDe  that  in 
the  hustle  and  bustle  of  festivities  we  don't  lose  sight  of  the  signi- 
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cance  of  these  holidays  when  we  commemorate  the  birth  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  Primary  has  been  very  active  with  the  Primary  Mother,  Sister 
Veale,  and  the  teachers  putting  in  a  lot  oi  hard  work  for  the  benefit 
of  the  children  and  parents.  Sister  Lilian  Brummer's  class,  the  Radar 
Pilots,  held  an  evening  at  Sister  Lillian's  home  where  the  children  each 
portrayed  a  verse  significant  of  various  attitudes  of  the  Christmas  Spirit 
such  as  love,  prayer,  etc.  It  was  charming,  and  the  evening's  entertain- 
ment was  enjoyed  by  all. 

On  the  13th,  Sister  Veale  organised  a  nativity  play  called  "Baby 
Jesus"  in  which  all  the  Primary  children  took  part.  There  were  also  a 
few  individual  items  by  the  children,  and  the  children's  choir  sang  a 
few  carols.  Sister  Veale  is  to  be  congratulated  on  her  outstanding 
effort  in  the  organisation  of  a  delightful  evening  and  also  for  her  effort 
with  the  costumes  and  scenery,  which  she  painted  herself. 

The  M.I.A.  held  their  usual  Christmas  Party  at  which  there  was  an 
exchange  of  gifts  and  enjoyable  refreshments  and  entertainment.  On 
the  16th,  the  M.I.A.  went  for  a  picnic  at  Van  Wyk's  Rust.  A  bus  was 
hired  to  take  everyone  from  town,  and  each  person  brought  their  own 
food  and  drinks.  The  weather  was  beautiful,  and  in  spite  of  sunburn, 
everyone  had  a  wonderful  time. 

Another  event  by  the  Young  Marrieds  of  the  M.I.A.  was  a  braaivleis 
evening  held  at  Ramah.  This  was  a  great  success  and  very  well  attended. 
This  might  become  a  regular  feature  of  the  Young  Marrieds  class. 

Our  children  have  been  very  spoilt  with  parties  this  season.  The 
Primary  had  a  lovely  Christmas  Party  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  the 
term  where  they  each  received  a  little  gift.  Then  again  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  the  21st,  the  Sunday  School  arranged  a  Christmas  Tree  for 
the  children  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  adults  and  children  alike. 
The  catering  was  done  by  Sister  Wrench's  class,  and  Brother  Scott's 
father  entertained  us  wonderfully  with  his  "Magic  Tommy"  and  a 
"Punch  and  Judy  Show".  Of  course  Father  Christmas  was  heartily 
welcomed  with  his  exciting  parcels.  We  extend  a  big  thank  you  to  the 
Primary  and  the  Sunday  School  for  their  love  shown  to  our  children  in 
this  way. 

Sister  Wrench's  Sunday  School  held  a  party  at  Sister  Veale's  home 
as  well,  and  it  was  enjoyed  very  much  by  all  who  attended. 

Another  work  day  was  held  at  Ramah  at  which  start  was  made  on 
the  pergola. 

Our  congratulations  go  to  Brother  and  Sister  Malan  on  the  birth  of 
their  baby  son. 

Our  Christmas  Service  on  the  last  Sunday  before  Christmas  was 
most  inspiring  and  touching.  Brother  Lyle  Matthews  sang  a  solo  which 
was  the  Negro  spiritual  called  "Mary's  Boy  Child".  Sister  Kitty  Smith 
gave  us  beautiful  thoughts  on  the  origin  of  Christmas  gift-giving. 
Brother  Johann  Brummer  gave  a  wonderful  talk  on  the  mission  of 
Jesus  based  on  his  great  commandment  "Love  the  Lord  thy  God  and  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself",  and  finally  we  received  a  great  inspiration  from 
our  Mission  President,  President  Alldredge. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  social  evening  on  the  7th,  and 
through  the  great  work  of  our  sisters,  many  hearts  have  been  warmed 
by  the  receipt  of  Christmas  parcels. 

President  and  Sister  Alldredge  will  be  having  an  open  house  on  the 
1st  January,  from  2.00  p.m.  to  5.00  p.m.,  so  we  all  have  a  great 
opportunity  to  be  with  them  in  their  home. 
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SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Melancy  Peterson 

AT  our  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree  on  the  5th 
December,     was     Father     Christmas,     wonderful 
presents,  and  plenty   of  things  to  eat,   so  it  couldn't 
fail  to  thrill  the  little  ones.  Thanks  and  congratula- 
tions go  to  those  who  worked  so  hard  to  make  the 
evening  the  success  it  was.  The  Sunday  School  con- 
ducted   the    evening    service    on    the    8th    December, 
and  we  enjoyed  the  various  talks  on  the  themes  of 
faith,  hope  and  charity,  and  the  rendering  of  "O  Come 
All    Ye    Faithful"    by    a    mixed    quartet    was    most 
thrilling. 
During   the   month   we   were   visited    by    Elder   Tex    Smith    of   the 
District    High    Council    and    Brother    Oliver    Dewsnup   of    the    Ramah 
Branch.  It  was  good  to  have  these  brethren  with  us,  and  to  hear  their 
messages  was  inspiring. 

This  month  our  M-Men  and  Gleaners  spent  a  Saturday  at  one  of 
our  local  pleasure  resorts,  and  they  really  had  a  wonderful  time.  The 
afternoon  was  spent  boating,  swimming  and  playing  volley  ball,  and  we 
ended  the  evening  with  a  braaivleis.  Everyone  agreed  that  this  is  the 
sort  of  thing  we  should  do  more  often.  At  the  monthly  M. Men— Gleaner 
fireside  Brother  Val  van  Niekerk  gave  the  class  an  interesting  review 
on  the  book  "Archealogy  and  the  Book  of  Mormon". 

Sister  Judy  Coetzee  is  off  to  America  so  she  came  to  say  good-bye 
to  the  branch.  We  all  wish  her  a  safe  and  pleasant  journey,  and 
may  the  best  of  everything  be  hers  in  the  future. 

A  number  of  our  brethren  have  been  advanced  in  the  Priesthood. 
and  congratulations  go  to  Brother  van  Niekerk,  Brother  MacKay. 
Brother  McCrystal  and  Brother  David  Leisegang. 

Sister  Britz  is  looking  good  and  managing  very  well  now  after  her 
operations.  She  will  still  have  another  operation  in  a  few  months' 
time,  and  we  pray  that  our  Father  in  Heaven  will  continue  to  be  with 
her  that  she  will  soon  be  completely  re-tored  to  good  health. 

Those  of  our  members  who  attended  the  opening  of  the  Welkom 
chapel  brought  back  with  them  glowing  reports  of  the  beautiful  building 
and  the  wonderful  spirit  that  they  found  there.  Springs  wishes  our 
brother  and  sisters  in  Welkom  everything  of  the  best  in  their  new 
chapel. 

It's  the  season  of  parties  in  all  the  auxilaries,  and  everyone  is  busy 
planning  and  organising  carol  practices,  picnics  and  all  the  things  that 
go  with  the  season.  Although  it  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past  when  the 
members  read  this,  our  prayer  is  that  all  of  the  members  may  have 
the  true  spirit  of  Christ  with  them  during  the  Christmas  season  and  in 
the  New  Year. 


VEREENIGING  BRANCH 

Roland  Roberts 


WE  are  happy  to  report  two  baptisms  this  month,  and  we  welcome 
Brother  James  Alfred  Vice  Wilson  and  Brother  Robert  Norman 
Wilson  into  the  branch.  We  pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  bless 
them  and  help  us  to  integrate  them  into  His  kingdom  on  earth  and 
guide  them  in  their  advancement  in  the  Church. 

District  President  Powrie  and  his  first  counsellor.  President  Brian 
Chater,  paid  us  a  visit  on  the  10th  November,  and  we  were  very  happy 
to  welcome  them  to  our  branch.  As  a  result  of  their  visit  and  words  of 
inspiration,  the  members  have  b?en  rejuvenated,  and  we  have  set  the 
date  of  the  9th  May.  for  the  ground-breaking  ceremony  for  our 
chapel.   The   Brothers   and   Sisters  under   the   direction   of   Sisters  Val 
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Snyman  and  Sheila  Wilson  are  going  out  every  night  selling  bricks. 
Sections  of  the  town  have  been  allocated,  and  we  are  meeting  with 
fair  success.  It  is  sufficient  to  report  that  we  are  swelling  the  total  of 
our  building  fund.  We  are  glad  that  the  District  Presidency  called  on 
us  and  have  inspired  us  to  get  a  chapel  built  as  soon  as  possible. 

Due  to  the  lack  of  facilities  enabling  the  members  to  come  to  M.I. A. 
and  the  fact  that  so  few  members  who  are  not  officers  and  teachers  of 
this  auxiliary  attend,  it  was  decided  that  only  the  Vanguards  and 
Laurels  would  continue  in  order  to  win  their  awards.  These  classes 
would  be  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  Johannes  P.  Brummer  at  Three 
Rivers.  This  was  decided  after  consultation  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Donly   and   Brother   and   Sister   Ken   Armstrong. 

The  Relief  Society  held  their  annual  bazaar  on  the  9th  November, 
and  although  not  everything  was  sold,  a  sum  of  over  R40  was  realised. 

A  jumble  sale  to  aid  the  building  fund  is  being  organised  for  the  7th 
December,  and  judging  by  the  amount  of  jumble  coming  forth,  the 
fund  should  benefit  handsomely.  Some  of  the  brothers  are  getting  part- 
time  jobs  and  donating  their  earnings  to  the  fund.  So  all  in  all,  the 
branch  is  very  active.  It  is  said  that  the  devil  finds  work  for  idle  hands 
to  do,  well,  we  feel  that  he  is  having  a  hard  time  in  our  vicinity  at  the 
moment. 

The  saints  of  Vereeniging  send  our  greetings  to  saints  everywhere, 
and  we  are  grateful  that  we  are  part  of  this  great  church. 


WELKOM  BRANCH 

Arlene  Gilburt 

THE  16th  and  17th  November,  were  certainly  red-letter  days  for  the 
saints  in  Welkom.  for  on  those  two  days  the  opening  of  the  Welkom 
chaoel  took  place.  This  was  a  most  welcome,  joyous  and  memorable 
occasion  for  us  as  we  fmaMy  saw  the  fulfilment  of  our  dreams.  It  also 
gave  us  great  pleasure  and  delight  to  have  so  many  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  share  our  joy  and  delight  on  this  occasion.  On  the  Saturday 
night,  the  M.I. A.  gave  a  supper,  after  which  they  entertained  all 
present  by  presenting  a  "Variety  Concert",  which  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
On  Sunday,  the  usua1  morning  services  were  held.  In  the  afternoon 
a  special  opening  service  was  held  at  which  most  inspiring  and  en- 
couraging talks  were  given.  The  music  was  rendered  by  the  Singing 
Mothers  of  the  Transvaal   and  Free   State  Districts. 

Our  congratulations  eo  to  Brother  Tom  Buckle  who  has  been 
ordained  an  Elder.  Mav  the  Lord  bless  you  in  all  things. 

The  Relief  Society  held  their  closing  partv  last  month.  Each  Sister 
present  was  given  a  corsaee  of  carnations.  Games  were  played  after 
which  refreshments  were  served. 

On  the  30th  November,  a  cake  sale  was  held  and  R28  was  raised. 
Our  grateful  thanks  go  to  all  the  sisters  who  have  worked  so  hard 
this  past  month. 

It  is  wonderful  to  have  the  M.I.A.  once  again  in  full  swing,  and  it 
is  also  great  to  be  able  to  have  it  in  a  worthy  meeting  place.  There  is 
certainly  no  peace  for  us  as  far  as  M.I.A.  is  concerned.  Brother  Gilburt 
sees  that  we  are  on  our  toes  the  who^  time.  We  have  just  recovered 
from  rehearsals  for  the  "Variety  Concert"  when  we  were  suddenlv  hauled 
aboard  the  "M.I.A.  Sailing  Ship"  to  be  whisked  off  to  Sandwich  Island 
where  we  were  told  that  rehearsals  were  to  start  immediately  for  the 
Christmas  Carol  to  be  presented  on  the  17  December.  This  is  one  of 
the  great  joys  of  beins;  a  saint.  In  alwavs  working  and  striving  for 
better  goals,  one  becomes  a  better  person. 

At  this  time  we  wish  to  convey  our  greetings  to  all  saints  everv- 
where.  May  you  have  a  merry  Christmas  and  a  very  happy  New  Year. 
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If  there  is  righteousness  in  the  heart, 
There  will  be  beauty  in  character, 
There  will  be  harmony  in  the  home; 
If  there  is  harmony  in  the  home, 
There  will  be  order  in  the  nation; 
If   there  is  order  in  the  nation, 
There  will  be  peace  in  the  world. 

—  Chinese  Proverb 
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